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TO PARENTS. 


Judicious and sensible parents are genc rally very 
particular as to what impressions are made upon the 
pliant and tender minds of their children. There is 
no concern of more importance to themselves, to the 
rising generation, and to society at large, than this. 
Inattention to this subject has probably been pro- 
ductive of more evil to the community than any other 
cause. The projector of this humble attempt to ben- 
efit the young has therefore the highest respect and es- 
teem for those who are disposed to enquire what will be 
the character of this publication, what are its objects, 
and how is it tobe conducted?. These are’4uestions 
which deserve a satisfactory answer. But as high 
professions and fair promises have become so cheap 
that they are rather to be esteemed grounds of suspi- 
cion than otherwise, the editor will be silent on this 
head, and leave the “ Juventte Gazetre’”’ to answer 
for itself, and establish its own character. It may be 
proper, however, to remove some very natural jeal- 
ousies by an explicit declaration what the paper shall 
not be. It is not a plausible contrivance to lay early 
siege to the infant mind, and preoccupy it with sectar- 
ian prejudices, and peculiar tenets in religion, party 
feelings and nominal distinctions in politics, or with 
Jocal, illiberal, frivolous or romantic notions of any 
description. It will not intrude upon the province of 
the parent, the instructor or the sacred teacher, but it 
is designed to aid each, so far as it may promote. a 
fondness for reading, a spirit of enquiry, and a dispo- 
sition in young people to exercise their own minds, 
by connecting such exercise with amusement. ‘The 
object of this little sheet isnot todeal out particular 


; dogmas, which, however absurd, may be easily im- 


posed upon modest credulity, by stealing a march 
upon the tardy growth of reason, but to please, to in- 
form and to instruct children in perfect consistency 
with the great and acknowledged principles of mor- 


al truth. - 

This first number is issucd by way of experiment. 
No one can imagine that either ambition or avarice 
had any hand in originating a publication of this 
description, but as a reasonable remuneration is abso- 
lutely necessary to its continuance, the present number 
must be the last, unless the subscription is considera- 
bly enlarged. Those who are disposed to subscribe 
will please to call at the Book Store of Mr. O. Ken- 
dall or of Mr. J. Johnson. 
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A LAND SERPENT. 
4 letter from an English gentleman in the 
East-Indies to his friend in England, 
giving an account of the Anaconda, a great 
land Serpent, and of his manner of seizing 
and killing his prey. 
Dear Sir,—Some time ago I went to the 
Island of Ceylon* on business of importance. 





*A large island in the Indfan Ocean at the entrance 
of the Bay of Bengal, which yon may see by looking 
at the map. 
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I took lodgings in a house facing the woods 
near the principal town. At some distance 
from my window stood a number of large 
palm trees. One morning, as I was looking 
at these trees, I thought I saw a large limb of 
one of them in strange motion, passing up and 
down and bending and twisting about, though 
there was no wind. While T stood gazing 
with astonishment at this appearance, a man of 
Ceylon came in; I begged him to look; he 
looked and was much more amazed and ter- 
rified than I was. He turned pale and seem- 
ed ready to sink to the floor with terror. He 
begged me to bar up all the doogs,-and told 
me that what appeared to be the arm of a tree, 
was in reality a Serpent of monstrous size, 
diverting himself with various motions, and 
often darting down to the earth for his prey. 

As we were walking towards the place 
where the Serpent was, we saw him seize a 
small animal and take it into the tree. ‘Tl> 
man told me he was surprized to see tlie Ser- 
gent so near us, for he usually kept in the 
woods at a disiance from towns and villages, 
and where he often dropped down suddenly 
from a large tree and devoured travellers 
alive. ‘Twelve of us assembled on horse- 
back, well armed, to go and destroy him. 
We rode near the place ; but lest we should 
expose ourselves to danger unnecessarily, we 
took a station behind a thicket whence we 
might fire at him unseen. The creature ap- 
seared so terrible that we did not dare to fire 
at him fora long time. H's appearance was 
both horrid and beautiful beyond description. 
He was as large round the body as a man, and 
very long, often hanging himself by the tail 
from the highest limbs of the tree and reach- 
ing the ground with his head, He was sur- 


| prizingly nimble among the branches, and 


would sometimes come down, and twisting his 
tail round the trunk of the tree, throw him- 
self all around it. In this situation we were 
surprized to see him suddenly spring up into 
the tree. We soon discovered the cause. He 
had seen an animal of the fox kind coming 
towards the tree and took this way to be pre- 
pared forhim. As the animal was approach- 
ing the tree the Serpent darted down upon him 
and swallowed him in afew minutes. He 
then licked his chaps with a broad double 
tongue ofa blackish color, and laid himselfat 
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length upon the ground, with his tail still 
twisted round the tree. We had now a fair 
view of him. He was covered with scales 
like a crocodile; his head was very flat but 
extremely broad ; his eyes were monstrously 
large and very bright and terrible ; the color of 
his head was dark green, with a ‘large black 
spot in the middle and a yellow streak round 
the jaws; he had aring round his neck of the 
color of cold, and behind that another great 
spot of black; his sides + 
color. As a. moved alent in the sun, he 
presented a beautiful variety of hues, like our 
changeable silk. 


were of an alive! 
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to bemen. T stood by jhe other day while 
small boy was selling some old iron. He put 
it into a basket. to weigh it with steelyards, 
and found that both the basket and the iron 
weighed 7 pounds. He took out the iron and 
the basket alone weighed 2 pounds. He then 

subtracted the weight of the basket from the 
weight of both and found that the iron weigh- 
ed 5 pounds. As he had agreed to sell the 
iron for 6 cents a pound, he multiplied the 
five pounds by six and found that the iron 
amounted to 30 cents. ‘The man who bought 
the iron had not the 30 cents about him to pay 
for it then, so he gave the boy a note for it, 





We all aimed our pieces at his head as he| payable in sixty days; that is, he wrote a 


ley, ON fired., Whether he happened to move | 

ut that instant or whether our fears prevented | 
our taking good aim L know not. We either, 
missed him or did not hurt 
no notice of our fire. 
no further attempt upon him at that time, but, 
io go home and return with a stronger party 
the next day. 

(TO BE Cox ‘TINURD.) 
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USEFUL TOY. 
FROM A HARTFORD PAPER. 
A gentleman of this town has invented a 


of the kind L have ever seen. Lt has within 
it the letters of the alphabet, the abs and nine 
iigures, so arranged, that they may be seen 
aliernately through a hole on the top, and 
children may learn to read them all before 
they can distinctly articulate their sounds.— 
iXvery family should have one, and no school 
for young children should be without them. 
‘They ave sold at 25 cents and upwards. 
aa 5 a 

The following account from a late paper 
should be a warning to children not to med- 
dle. with firearms. Make it a fixed rule 
never to point a gun at any person. 
foolish practice, to say the ‘Teast of it. 

A few days since, a boy, 14 years old, in 
New-York State, pointed a gun, which he did 
uot suppose to be loaded, at his sister, in 
order to frighten her. He pulled the trigger 
in sport. "The gun went off and shot her 
thron gh the head. She dropped dead on the 
The lad was so affected at what he 
vad done that he went immediately deranged 
wid has continued crazy ever since. 

cman’ elma 
TRADE. 

*, it is time you began to learn how to! 
trade fi yourselyes, You must now prepare | 


Hoor, 


° *, ° se . 4 
kind of ‘Top for children, which, for usefulness: 
and amusement combined, surpasses any thing, 


[t isa, 


| promise to pay the boy 30 cents in sixty days, 
and gave it to him. I asked the boy what 
was tne meaning of the note. He said it was 


im, for lie took,a promise to pay, and if the man did not pay 
We allagreed to make he must pay for not paying. 


That is true, 
for if the man does not pay the 30 cents in 60 
days he must pay about 2 cents a year after- 
wards for keeping the money. This is called 
paying interest. If the noteis sued, the man 
must pay the lawyer, the sheriff, and the jus- 
tice, something each for their trouble besides. 
This is-called the cost of suit. 
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FAMILY GOVERNMENT. 

You know, my young friends, that a family 
cannot enjoy themselves and live happily to- 
gether unless the children treat their parents 
with respect, and treat each other kindly as 
they wish to be treated themselves. But some 
boys and girls are apt to forget this. They 
jare saucy to their parents. ‘hey often feel 
very selfish and ill-natured, and snatch aw ay 
things that belong to their brothers and sisters, 
and quarrel and ‘make a noise. This is very 
wrong, because the children are all equal and 
one has as good a right to bis own things as 
another. When children behave so unjustly, 
they must be taught what is right and advised 
to behave better. Ifthey will not, they must 
be restrained and punished. Parents have a 
right to do this, because they are older and 
wiser than their children, and know better 
than they do what is right and proper to be 
done. Good parents never correct their chil- 
dren, because they are in a passion with them 
and desire to injure them; but because they 
love them and desire to prevent their getting 
into such a habit of doing wrong, that they 
will become vicious and miserable men and 
women When they grow up. Wise and good 
parents tell their ‘children what rules of con- 
‘duct they require them to observe, and endeay- 
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or toconvince them,that these directions are rea- 
sonable, and if they are wilfully disobeyed, 
punish their children with a view to reclaim 
them from bad conduct in future. This is 
called family government; and it is as neces- 
sary for the good of families, as civil govern- 
ment is for the good of states and nations. 
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YOUNG READERS, 

Your thoughts all originate from the impres- 
sions which you receive from surrounding 
objects. | 
distinct or confused according to the degree of 
aitention which you bestow upon those ob- 
jects. 


lasting ideas, therefore, you must pay close! printed in a book for people to read. 


attention to what is passing. 

It is also necessary, if you wish to strengthen 
your minds, that you acquire an early habit of 
fixing your attention upon your own thoughts, 
comparing them one with another, and ascer- 
taining what must be true or false from what 
you already know to be so. 

There is nothing better calculated to effect 
this: object than the practice of putting your 
““sughis wpon paper. 
improve your manner of expression aud en- 
large your acquaintance With the meaning of 
words. 

it is proposed, my young patrons, that you 
send your compositions to the Counting-Room 
of the Providence Patriot, and they shall be 
corrected for you. ‘The best of them shall 
be occasionally inserted in this paper, 

The Editor would be much obliged to other 
friends of this establishment for communica- 
tions or extracts which they may deem calcu- 
lated to promote the objects of it. | 

hi, . 

As winter is coming on I would caution 
my young readers against the very dangerous 
practice of sliding down our public streets and 
lanes in sleds. [I have seen boys come very 
near being killed at the foot of our streets, 
from the difficulty of stopping the sled when 
soing swiftly, in time to avoid the passing 
carriages. In order to prevent such accidents, 
the Honorable Town Council have passed a 
law, “that if any person shall be found slid- 
ing in sleds or any other machine, in any of 
the public streets or lanes in this town, such 
person shall incur a penalty of two dollars 
for every offence.” Remember, that_the of- 
fender is liable to be sued for this sum, and 


a 


_He said, by talking. 
These impressions will be either! that he once went into the Assembly with me 


|carried before a Justice of the Peace by a 
' Sherifl—so, take care! 
é _—— - 0 E 

The General Assembly of this State met at 
'South-Kingstown on Monday, the 25th 
ultimo, and set till Saturday, the 30th. I 
asked a boy 7 years old, the other day, what 
is meant by General Assembly. He told me 
it was a great many men come together. IT 
asked him what they came together for. He 
said, to tell what is right for the folks to do. 
I told him he understood something about the 
object of a General Assembly very well. I 
then asked how they tell what must be done. 
I then remembered 





and heard the speakers. He did not know 
that after consulting together they made laws 


If you wish to have clear, distinct and | or rales, which were written down and then 


LT in- 
tend to tell you, my young friends, in some of 
the future numbers of this paper, what several 
of the most important laws are, and why they 
were made. And I will endeavor to tell you 
so that you can understand what is meant by 
a free government, which you often hear peo- 
ple talk about, and which we all enjoy and 
consider so great a blessing in this country. 
I will also tell you why you shonld begin to 





"This practice will alse; get some general Knowledge of these things. 


ED |: ioe —— 
MY YOUNG FRIENDS, 

You, as well as grown people, have the 
faculty of reason aud of knowing what ts right 
and what is wrong. This faculty is given 
| yéu by your creator to be improved. Those 
'evown persons who have improved it as they 
ought, deserve to be esteemed by every one, 
and to be particularly respected and regarded 
by children, not merely because they are o}- 
| der, but because they have rightly improved 
their time by increasing their knowledge, that 
they may know better how to do their duty. 
' But some abuse the knowledge which God has 
‘given them. ‘They take no pains to get more, 
‘and do not care whether they do right or 
wrong. ‘Khe example of such pegple is to be 
avoided. , 
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NOTICE. 
Should the subscription increase so as to 
justify the additional expence, this Gazette 
will be handsomely ornamented with cuts. 





Printed for the Editor, at the ojjice of the 
Providence Patriot, and issued in the first 
weele of every month. Terms 50 cents per 
annum, 
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THE BUTTERFLY. 


THE Butterfly, an idle thing, 

Nor honey makes, nor yet cun sing, 
Like to the bee and bird ; 

Nor does it, like the prudent ant, 

Lay up the grain for times of want, 
A wise and cautious hoard. - 


My youth is but a summer’s day, 
Then, like the bee and ant, Pll lay 

A store of learning by ; 
And though from flow’r to flow’r I rove, 
My stock of wisdom I'll improve, 

Nor be a Butterfly. 





The little fish that would not do as it was bid. 


Dear mother, said a little fish, 
Pray, is not that a fly? 

Tm very hungry, and I wish 
You'd let me go ang try. 


Sweet innocent, the mother cry’d, 
And started from her nook, 

That horrid fly is put to hide 
The sharpness of the hook ? 


Now, as I’ve heard, this little trout 
Was young and foolish too, 

And so he thought he’d venture out, 
To see if it was true. 


And round about the hook he play’d 
With many a longing look, 

And “dear me,” to himself he said, 

. Pm sure that’s not a hook.’? 


‘¢] can but give one little pluck : 
Let’s see: and so I will 3” 
So on he went, and lo! it struck 
Quite through his little gill! 


And as he faint and fainter grew, 
With hollow voice he cry’d, 

* Dear mother, if I'd minded you, 
I need not new have died !” 


—— 


——? 
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SHORT TALR. 


i was walking in the back street the other 
day and saw a boy just before me, moping 
along with his head down and almost ready 
tocry. Asprightly smart looking lad stepped 





up to him saying, what is the matter, Charley ? 


Charlies. My father makes me go to 
school and I don’t want to go. 
dohn. Poh! Charlies, don’t mutter about 


i~ 


that. You are old enough to know the use 
of going to school. 

Charles. 
all the time? 


John. Our parents send us to school, not 
because they are unwilling we should play a 
part of our time, but because they wish us to 
learn to read, write and cypher while we are 
young, that we may know how to keep our 
own accounts and manage our own business 
when we grow up; and if we understand these 
things better than others, and are industrious 
and behave well, we shall not only get a good 
living, but acquire property and become rich 
men. Only enquire, Charles, and you will 
find that some of the most wealthy, respecta- 
ble and well informed men in town, were 
once boys, with nothing to depend upon but 
their good character and conduct. | 

Charles. Yes, but I do not like to be 
always confined to school. 

John. 'To be sure we ought to have some 
time to play. We have Saturdays, training 
days, commencement and the 4th of July, and 
then we have good fun. We have some play 
time between schools too. By dividing the 
time between school, business and play, we 
learn the faster and enjoy ourselves the better. 

The boys went on so fast, I could not heax 
‘what answer Charles made; but I observzu 
he began to look up very cheerfully before 
they were out of sight. 

ED 5: ire 
PROVIDENTIAL ESCAPE. 
Montpelier, October 5. 

A few weeks since, a little daughter of Mr. 
Ozias Atherton, of Waterbury, in this county, 
about 8 years of age, fell into a neighbor’s 
well, between 30 and 40 feet deep, with 411 
feet water. The child had been missing 
some time, when a young lady belonging to 
the house happened to look into the well; 
and, to her utter astonishment, bebeld the lit- 
tle girl within 3 feet of the crib, clinging with 
her fingers to the rocks on the side of the well. 
When taken out, drenched with water, and 
nearly exhausted—her finger nails were worn 
to the quick in climbing from one rock to 
another, from the bottem to nearly the top of 
the well; which was so wide that she was 
obliged to rise entirely on one side, holding 
by one hand and foot, while reaching for a new 
hold with the other. The child received no 
other injury than a few slight bruises in falling. 

When first informed of the fact, we could 
not credit it; but the united testimony of a 
number of respectable witnesses places it 


beyond a doubt, 





What’s the use of going to school — 
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